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More Training Available at the AIR Forum!



How often do you use the Data Feedback Report (DFR)?

A. What is a Data Feedback Report?
B. I have seen them, but I have not really ever pulled one myself from scratch
C. I have pulled Data Feedback Reports
D. I am a Data Feedback Report Champion! I use them all the time!



What is the Data Feedback 
Report (DFR)?



Data Feedback Report

The Data Feedback Report is a 
quick and easy to find, use and 
print benchmarking report.
• Data tool
• Released annually – usually in 

the winter
• Summarizes institution’s 

reported IPEDS data for a given 
collection year

• Compares data on selected key 
metrics with comparison/peer 
institutions



Data Feedback Report

Quick Facts:
• Released winter of each year
• Links are sent to the CEO and 

Keyholder
• Free benchmarking report
• Available to the public
• Customizable



Benefits of the Data Feedback Report

Quick benchmarking in seconds
Analysis is completed by third party
Includes footnotes, sources, and methodology
Easy to view, download, save and share
Great for including in compliance and accreditation reports
Great starting point for determining which data to dive into detail on



Accessing the Data Feedback 
Report – Live Demonstration



















View as HTML
• Can still print from this view
• Can copy the direct link at the top 

of the page



View as PDF
• Automatically opens the print 

function on your computer
• Can print or save as PDF from here



Components of the Data 
Feedback Report



Components of the Data Feedback Report

Comparison Group List (with links to that institution’s DFR!)
30 figures in the following 10 topic areas
Each figure contains a title, note, source

Methodology at the end of the report

• Admissions (only for non-open-admissions schools) 
• Student Enrollment 
• Awards 
• Charges and Net Price 
• Student Financial Aid 

• Military Benefits (only available in customized DFR)
• Retention and Graduation Rates
• Finance
• Staff
• Libraries (only available in customized DFR)



Comparison Group

A Comparison Group is required to 
generate a Custom DFR or a Statistical 
Analysis Report. 
This group must include a minimum of 
one and a maximum of one hundred 
institutions. 
In addition, a minimum of three peer 
group institutions must be selected in 
order to calculate a Comparison Group 
Median. 



How to Read the Figures

Institution data in dark red (for 
the 2023 Report
Median of Comparison Group 
in pink (for the 2023 Report)
Note: When data for 
Comparison Group median 
includes 3 or fewer institutions 
with data, the figure does not 
display a median



Components of the Data 
Feedback Report – Live 
Demonstration



Cautions to Consider

• Data Feedback Reports are public.
• Reports can be pulled going back to 2005 (HTML only last few years).
• Data match what is in College Navigator.
• Uses provisional-level data. Corrected data from final release not used. Great way to 

spot issues in the data submitted!
• Provides benchmarking for one year of data.
• Figures are selected based-on frequently used/derived variables.
• Uses a list of institutions submitted to NCES by the deadline (or NCES selects a list of 

comparison institutions if none was provided).
• Uses medians rather than means.
• Does not provide raw data.
• Figures providing percents do not provide the number (100% or 0% may be 1 student).
• Options to customize can only be done for the most recent year.



Updating the Comparison Group
(open 3/1/2024-7/15/2024)



Customization of the Data 
Feedback Report



Have you ever customized a Data Feedback Report (DFR)?

A. I just learned what a Data Feedback Report is….
B. I knew you could customize a Data Feedback Report, but I have not yet tried to 

do so myself
C. I have customized Data Feedback Reports
D. I am a Data Feedback Report Champion! I customize them all the time!



Why Customize the Data Feedback Report?

You can select a different group of institutions.
You can customize the figures and remove individual figures, whole topic areas, or 
add additional figures not available in the regular DFR.

Customize for:
• staff on campus who are only interested in certain topics
• compliance or accreditation reports
• staff who wish to use a different comparison group
• board members who would like to see comparison to peer vs. aspirant groups



Steps in Customization

1. Select the institution you want a report for.
2. Select the “Custom Data Feedback Report” under Data Report Type.
3. Select the comparison group you want to use – you can pick individual

institutions, use the EZ Group feature, use the automatic group, or the 
institution’s saved group if they submitted a list to IPEDS.

4. Select the figures you want to include. You can use default figures from the
regular DFRs or you can add/remove figures.



Customization of the Data 
Feedback Report – Live 
Demonstration



Who might you now customize a Data Feedback Report (DFR) for?

A. Our president
B. Various departments on campus
C. Our accreditor(s)
D. All of the above



IPEDS DFR Help



IPEDS DFR Help



What topics would be of interest to you for a future 
webinar?
A. Creating a Statistical Analysis Report 
B. Best practices for creating a custom comparison group
C. IPEDS Use the Data Tips and Tricks
D. All of the above



Questions & Answers
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