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Why IPEDS data? Why here? Why now?



Typical IR Scenario:

Could you compare our 
institution to 10 specific peer 
schools on select key metrics 
from IPEDS?



Typical IR Scenario:

“Sure thing!” 



Typical IR Scenario:

“To the IPEDS 
Data Center!” 



Typical IR Scenario:

This is fantastic!  Now can you 
show the trend for 10 years? And 
can you add one more peer 
school?



Typical IR Scenario: I must mentally 
collect myself 
before starting 
over.



Downloading IPEDS Data Using “Compare Institutions”

But this requires you to manually select which variables you want, and which 
institutions.



Downloading IPEDS Data as “Complete Surveys”



And then you realize that 
each year has to be 
downloaded as its own 
data file and an 
accompanying dictionary.

And that the data come down like this:





Data files for 
each year

Dictionary files 
for each year

Beautiful csv

There is a better way

Compiled 
dictionary

Compiled 
raw data



So what starts looking like this:



So what starts looking like this:

Ends up looking like this:



But you likely don’t want all 7,000 institutions…..

List 
of 

your
peer 

institutions

Subset csv



Do I need to know R?



Do I need to know R?
Nope!



Demo
Let us Show you How it Works!
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Future Design Enhancements

● Option for user to select specific years 
● Inclusion of additional years 
● Expanded peer selection options 

○ Based on IPEDS variables
○ User manually inputs list

● Automatically update the files when 
IPEDS releases new data



Wanna use it?

You only need two things --

(1) Your peer list, saved as a csv

(2) The link to the app! 

 https://tinyurl.com/ipeds-compiler



Questions?

https://tinyurl.com/ipeds-compiler
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