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This tutorial discusses how costs and net price are calculated for program reporting institutions in IPEDS. 
There are 4 items, besides the actual costs, that will be used to calculate costs and net price for the 
program and for the academic year: total length of the program in clock or credit hours; total length of the 
program in weeks; total length of the academic year in clock or credit hours; and total length of the 
academic year in weeks. 

 

Correctly reporting the length of the academic year will allow for an accurate calculation of your 
institution’s net price of attendance, since it will align the Cost of Attendance data in Institutional 
Characteristics with the aid year reported in Student Financial Aid. The academic year length and 
academic year net price are displayed on College Navigator, the Department’s postsecondary institution 
search site, which is used by students and parents. The academic year reported to IPEDS and the academic 
year used to determine the awarding of Pell grants are the same; therefore, Keyholders should clock their 
institution’s Office of Student Financial Aid to determine the appropriate academic year to report to 
IPEDS. 

 

Now, let’s consider how reporting the length of an academic year affects the calculation of net price by 
considering two institutions, IPEDS College and NCES Institute. IPEDS College operates on an academic 
calendar of 900 clock hours. Its largest program, Medical Assisting, is 1,800 clock hours, and tuition is 
$10,000 for the entire program. Therefore, the program takes the equivalent of two academic years to 
complete with an academic year cost of $5,000 a year. 

 
NCES Institute operates on a similar 900 clock hour academic year and offers the same Medical Assisting 
program. Although it charges the same tuition as IPEDS College, $10,000, the length of the program is only 
1,350 clock hours, or 1.5 academic years. Therefore, although both institutions charge the same tuition, 
NCES Institute charges more per clock hour, which also calculates to more per year. Therefore, NCES 
Institute will have a higher academic year cost on College Navigator. 

 
For more information on the material presented in this tutorial, please clock the IPEDS Help Desk. 
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