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• Founded in 1948

• One of four regional education compacts

• Only compact with programs that target pre-K 

through postsecondary education

• Sixteen member states

• Funded by annual appropriations, grants from 

foundations and agencies, and contracts with 

schools and districts for services

About SREB
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• Manage the SREB State Data Exchange survey and 

report findings

• Produce the SREB Fact Book on Higher Education 

and Featured Facts

• Support individuals within SREB and outside of the 

organization who have data requests

SREB Data Services
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• Created in response to the SREB Commission on College 

Affordability in the South

• Analyses showed that SREB states had lost ground in college 

affordability, which led to increased student borrowing and debt.

• Commission concluded that states must take steps to assure 

that tuition, student financial aid, appropriations to institutions, 

and accountability policies are aligned so that affordability for all 

students is protected as a critical state priority.

• Profiles first published in 2016

• Data focus on 4-year, 2-year, and technical institutions in 

SREB states

• Involves data on net price, FTE enrollment, tuition, income 

levels, and student borrowing

Affordability Profiles History
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During times of financial distress and budgetary 

shortfalls, protecting college access and completion 

for low-income and middle-income students, 

including capacity at the institutions that serve them, 

should be states’ highest postsecondary priority.

SREB Commission on College 

Affordability in the South
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Profiles on the SREB Website
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To download a copy of your state's Affordability Profile go to sreb.org/AffordabilityProfiles



Setting up Base Files
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• We needed to 

• Determine our list of institutions

• Match IPEDS sectors to SREB categories

• Set the categories for income levels (did the same with 

ACS data)

• Calculate the undergraduate FTE, net price, population 

proportions

• Required a combination of IPEDS files

• Header (HD)

• EFIA

• SFA



Setting up Base Files
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• Higher education institutions are grouped into four 

types, based on SREB institutional categories

• Four-Year Type 1: four-year institutions award at least 30 

doctoral degrees in five different areas

• Four-Year Type 2: all other four-year institutions

• Two-Year: institutions that primarily award associate 

degrees

• Technical: postsecondary institutions that offer programs 

of less than two years duration below the baccalaureate 

level and occupational and vocational schools with 

programs that do not exceed 1800 contact hours  

Institution Types
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Percentage of Family Income Required 

to Pay Net Price
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Distribution of Family Income
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Net Price as a Percentage of Income 

by Family Income
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Four-Year Type 1



Net Price as a Percentage of Income 

by Family Income
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Four-Year Type 2



Net Price as a Percentage of Income 

by Family Income
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Two-Year



Net Price as a Percentage of Income 

by Family Income
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Technical



How Much Graduates Borrow
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Changes in Tuition and Fees, CPI, and 

Household Income
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• Some states have made progress in helping make 

college more affordable, but there is still more to do

• States might examine how they can make college 

more affordable for students in the lowest income 

groups

• Policymakers might continue to diversify the types of 

student aid available in their state with the goal of 

making college affordable for all income groups

• States might consider ways to reduce the amount of 

money students must borrow to go to college

Conclusion 
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Contact SREB:

sreb.org/AffordabilityProfiles

susan.lounsbury@sreb.org

christiana.datubo-brown@sreb.org


