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CCRC has been a leader in the field of community college 
research and reform for over 20 years. Our work provides a 
foundation for innovations in policy and practice that help give 
every community college student the best chance of success.

Our areas of research include:

• College readiness and dual enrollment programs, and the 
transition from high school to college

• Developmental education and adult basic skills
• Non-academic support services, financial aid, and student 

engagement
• Online education and instructional technology
• Student persistence and completion, and transfer to four-

year colleges
• Guided pathways, institutional reform, and performance 

funding 
• Workforce education and training and the economic returns 

to higher education

About CCRC
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Session Overview: Accessing Federal Data on Access to 
Dual Enrollment by State, College, and School

Data Source Description How to access

K-12 
Schools & 
Districts

US Dept. of Education Office 
for Civil Rights Civil Rights Data 
Collection (CRDC)

Counts of DE and AP course-
takers for every public K-12 
school in the country, 
disaggregated by 
race/ethnicity, sex, ELL, and 
students with disabilities

Individual school/district lookup: https://ocrdata.ed.gov/

Maps and gaps: https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-
dual-enrollment-access-update.html

Colleges & 
Universities

US Dept. of Education National 
Center for Education Statistics 
Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System 
(IPEDS)

Fall enrollment counts of 
students aged 17 or younger 
enrolled at a postsecondary 
institution 

Download raw IPEDS data: 
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data

View/download data analyzed by CCRC: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/john.fink#!/vizhome/Und
ergraduateEnrollmentTrendsbySector/Summary

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-dual-enrollment-access-update.html
https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data
https://public.tableau.com/profile/john.fink


Dual Enrollment Definitions

Dual Enrollment refers to students who enroll in college courses offered by an institution of higher education 
while enrolled in high school or seeking a recognized equivalent. Student performance is recorded on a college 
transcript and postsecondary credit is awarded for a passing grade in the course.
- Includes: All postsecondary courses, independent of course delivery mode, course location, course instructor, 

whether secondary credit is also offered, and whether the student enrolls through a formal state/local program 
or enrolls outside a formal state/local program.
- Excludes: Credit-by-exam models such as Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate in which the 

student is not enrolled in a postsecondary institution.



Access to Dual Enrollment: 
K-12 Schools and District 

Individual school/district lookup: https://ocrdata.ed.gov/

https://ocrdata.ed.gov/


2017-18 High School Student Participation in 
Dual Enrollment by School District

Source: CCRC analysis of US Dept. of Education Office for Civil Rights data

View an interactive map:
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-dual-

enrollment-access-update.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-dual-enrollment-access-update.html


2017-18 High School Student Participation in 
Advanced Placement by School District

Source: CCRC analysis of US Dept. of Education Office for Civil Rights data

View an interactive map:
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-dual-

enrollment-access-update.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-dual-enrollment-access-update.html
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See state-by-state results: 
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-

dual-enrollment-access-update.html

Black, Native, Hispanic, & Pacific Islander HS Students 
Underrepresented in Dual Enrollment & AP courses

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/ap-dual-enrollment-access-update.html


Substantial national
variation in racial 
equity gaps in DE 
participation among 
US school districts…

…but one in five 
school districts 
across the country 
have closed racial 
equity gaps in access 
to dual enrollment 
courses

Source: CCRC analysis of US Dept. of Education Office for Civil Rights data
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Access to Dual Enrollment (Age <18): 
Colleges & Universities

Download raw IPEDS data: https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data

https://nces.ed.gov/ipeds/use-the-data


Challenges Identifying Community Colleges in IPEDS

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/shifting-
sectors-community-colleges-undercounting.html



https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/easyblog/shifting-
sectors-community-colleges-undercounting.html



Expansion of Dual Enrollment 
Concentrated at Community Colleges
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CCRC Web Tool: 
Undergraduate 
Enrollment Trends
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1. Right click the chart area, 
2. Select “edit data in excel”
3. Change the state



Expansion of Dual Enrollment 
Concentrated at Community Colleges

Wisconsin
Dual 
Enrollment
1999-2019
IPEDS Fall Enrollments

Fall Undergraduate Enrollments among 
Students Aged 17 or Younger
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Dual Enrollment:  
16% of 2019 

Community College 
Fall Enrollment

Percent of 2019 Fall Community College Enrollment from High School Dual Enrollment



Dual Enrollment: 16% of CC Fall '19 Enrollment
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1. Right click the chart area, 
2. Select “edit data in excel”
3. Change the state



Dual Enrollment: 22% of Wisconsin CC Fall '19 Enrollment
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What can be learned 
from high schools 
and colleges that are 
more effective in 
serving students of 
color through dual 
enrollment?

Given the substantial variation nationally in access to and 
success in dual enrollment,



The Dual 
Enrollment 
Playbook:
A Guide to 
Equitable 
Acceleration 
for Students





Playbook Resources

A Guide to Getting 
Started for Institutional 
Leaders

Tool for Evaluating 
Equitable Practices at 
Community Colleges

Tool for Evaluating 
Equitable Practices at 
High Schools

Highlights from the Dual 
Enrollment Playbook: A 
Guide to Equitable 
Acceleration for Students

https://highered.aspeninstitute.org/dual-enrollment/

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/dual-enrollment-playbook-equitable-acceleration.html

https://highered.aspeninstitute.org/dual-enrollment/
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/dual-enrollment-playbook-equitable-acceleration.html


Thank you!


